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Saturday, January 17th  57°Hi  Episodes of sunshine Sunday, January 18th 
 47 °Hi 

 Cooler with variable cloudiness
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Veterans Services 
Office Relocation 

Notice
The Pamlico County Veterans 

Services Office will be relocating from 
the Human Resources Building to the 
Pamlico County Courthouse, effective 
January 26, 2026.

The new office will be located on the 
2nd floor of the Courthouse, adjacent 
to the Board of Commissioners Room.

To allow time for the physical move 
and office setup, Veterans Services 
will be temporarily unavailable from 
Monday, January 19 through Friday, 
January 23, 2026.

Normal office hours and services will 
resume beginning the week of January 
26, 2026, at the new Courthouse loca-
tion.

New Physical Address: 202 Main St. 
Bayboro, NC 28515

New Phone Number: 252-497-3076, 
Ext. 233

We appreciate your patience during 
this transition and look forward to 
continuing to serve Pamlico County 
veterans in our new location.

A couple of weeks ago we 
looked at the candidates for 
upcoming elections for local races. 
Now, we will take a quick look at 
the crowded field of candidates 
vying to see who will represent 
you in Washington D. C. in the 
U.S. Senate and U.S. House of 
Representatives. First the Senate. 
When an incumbent announc-
es that they will not be seeking 
reelection, there is often a plethora 
of candidates who line up seek-
ing to fill the soon to be vacated 
spot. That is what has happened 
since Republican Senator Thom 
Tillis made that announcement 
last year. Six Republicans, six 
Democrats, and one Libertarian 
will be on the primary ballot.

Republican
Donald Brown. Richard Dansie, 

Thomas Johnson, Michele 
Morrow, Elizabeth Temple, 

Michael Whatley
Democrat

Robert Colon, Roy Cooper, Justin 
Dues, Daryl Farrow, Orick Quick, 

Marcus Williams
Libertarian

Shannon Bray
Probably the two most recog-

nized names are former North 
Carolina Governor, Roy Cooper, 
and former Chairman of the 
Republican National Committee, 
Michael Whatley. 

The race for who will represent 
North Carolina’s 1st Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, which includes 

Pamlico County, is not quite as 
crowded, but no less interesting. 
The interesting and somewhat 
controversial part is the redrawing 
of North Carolina’s Congressional 
Districts by the North Carolina 
Legislature. This realignment puts 
Pamlico County, which was in 
the 3rd District, now in the 1st 
District. Greg Murphy is current-
ly the Representative for the 3rd 
District, but since Pamlico County 
will now be in the 1st District, we 
will have a new Representative. 
Incumbent Don Davis, who is the 
current Representative for the 1st 
District is seeking reelection in 
his newly drawn District and is 
the only Democrat running. The 
Air Force Veteran from Snow Hill, 
NC has held his seat since 2023. 
There are five Republicans and 
one Libertarian lining up for the 
opportunity to challenge Davis in 
the fall.

Democrat
Don Davis, 

Republican
Asa Buck. Laurie Buckhout, 
Bobby Hanig. Ashley-Nicole 

Russell. Eric Rouse, 
Libertarian

Thomas Bailey
While there are several recog-

nizable names among the chal-
lengers, perhaps the most famil-
iar to Pamlico County is Bobby 
Hanig. Hanig is currently a State 
Senator but was once Pamlico 
County’s Representative in the 
N.C. House of Representatives. 
He was also one of the driving 
forces in defeating last year’s 
proposed shrimp trawl ban in 
the North Carolina Legislature 
which would have adversely 
affected the commercial fish-
ing industry in our area. Also 
a familiar name is Asa Buck, 
who is currently the Sheriff in 
neighboring Carteret County.

With early voting scheduled 
to begin on February 12th, and 
primary election day on March 
3rd, the election is quickly 
approaching. Many of these 
unfamiliar candidates may 
become very familiar names by 
then as each one, or at least 
each one with the available 
funding, will seek to get their 
name and viewpoints known in 
a quest for votes.

Election 2026 – U.S. Senate and House
by: Hiram Lupton

Newly drawn U.S. House Districts

If you have experienced it first-hand, or have a 
family member who has, you already know that the 
2025-26 edition of the flu season has been a partic-
ularly rough one. Just before Christmas break, The 
Pamlico School System went to virtual online learn-
ing in grades K through eight for the last day and 
a half before break to curb student 
exposure. Last Monday, CarolinaEast 
Medical Center in New Bern insti-
tuted visitor restrictions, limiting 
patients to only two visitors at a 
time and no visitors under the age 
of twelve years of age. So why is it so 
bad this year? It has much to do with 
the strain of influenza that is going 
around. The flu, like most infectious 
diseases, often goes through muta-
tions, causing variations to the parent strain year-
to-year. This season there have been seven different 
mutations identified from the flu strain we normally 
experience, H3N2 Influenza A. The worst variant, 
and most prevalent, has been named by health 
experts Subclade K. The other factor making this flu 
season especially severe deals with the vaccine. To 
manufacture the vaccine for a flu season, medical 
researchers must develop it several months before 
the first cases are even reported. Although much 
research goes into this, every year it can be a bit of 
a guessing game. Some years the vaccine is highly 
effective, some years not so much. This year is one of 
those “not so much years,” as Subclade A has shown 
itself to be resistant to this season’s vaccine. So, what 

are we to do, lock ourselves in the house and avoid 
all physical contact with other humans until spring? 
For most of us, that just isn’t possible, but according 
to the Pamlico County Health Department (PCHD), 
there are steps we can take to limit your chances of 
catching the flu, and to decrease its severity if you 

do. “It has been repeated many times, 
but washing your hands frequently 
really does decrease your risk,” says 
Director of Nursing at the PCHD, 
Lynn Hardison. “Avoid touching your 
nose or mouth as much as possible 
is also good practice. Covering your 
face when you sneeze or cough also 
limits the spread of the flu and other 
air-borne diseases.” She adds, “the 
best protection is still getting your 

flu shot. Even though the current vaccine may not 
give you full protection from the current strain, it 
could lessen the severity.” If you think it is too late 
to help protect yourself by getting vaccinated this 
flu season, think again. Often February is the peak 
of the season so getting your shot now can still help. 
You can get these from your primary care physician, 
many pharmacies, and of course the Pamlico County 
Health Department. If you do begin to feel sick do 
your best to limit the spread. “Social distancing by 
staying home if you have symptoms and not sending 
your kids to school if they are sick helps reduce the 
spread” says Hardison. “Until you are free of a fever 
for at least 24 hours without the aid of a fever reducer, 
you are contagious.

Flu Season Hits Hard
by: Hiram Lupton

The Pamlico County High School Basketball teams 
opened 2026 on the road last week with a pair of game 
nights as visitors. On Wednesday they made the short 
trip over to West Craven to tangle with the Eagles. 
The Lady ‘Canes were up first and Pamlico started the 
new year the same way they ended the old one, with a 
win. They controlled the game from the outset, build-
ing up a 19-point lead by the half. They never allowed 
West Craven the opportunity to get back in the game 
and won by a score of 63-37. Sydney Whitley-Reese 
led Pamlico with 32 points and Nya Clark added 25. 
The men were up next and the Hurricanes were with-
in striking distance at the half, behind by ten at 30-20 
but the Eagles slowly flew away in the second half, 
finally winning, 71-42. Darien Fisher led Pamlico 
with 15 points. While Wednesday’s trip was relative-
ly short, on Friday Pamlico took a long bus ride to 
Edenton to do battle with the Aces of John Holmes 
High School. The Ladies continued their winning 
ways, capturing a 49-39 victory. The men’s team were 
on the wrong end of a 77-50 score. This week Pamlico 
steps into conference play, hosting East Carteret on 
Wednesday and traveling to Jones Senior on Friday.

Hurricanes on the Court
Pamlico Begins 2026  

on the Road
by: Hiram Lupton

Darien Fisher

Sydney Whitley-Reese

Annual Membership 
Meeting January 25th 

The Old Theater invites all its mem-
bers to an Annual Membership Meeting 
and Reception on Sunday, January 25, 
2026, at 3:00 pm at The Old Theater. 
Past members and those who are inter-
ested in joining the theater are also 
invited and will have an opportunity to 
join before and after the meeting. There 
will be social time with refreshments by 
Mariposa before it all begins. The Board 
of Directors will present a review of 2025 
events/finances and share their vision 
going forward in 2026. A question/
answer session will follow the business 
meeting giving members an opportuni-
ty to provide input and ask questions. 
Entertainment afterward is provided by 
popular local talent, the Notta Band with 
Tom (Mac) McWilliams, George Bailey 
and Dave Holt.

80th Anniversary
Eighty years ago, The Old Theater was 

the local movie theater. Many residents 
remember when movies cost a quarter 
and popcorn was a dime. The theater 
has always been a cornerstone of life in 
Oriental with a unique heritage. The Old 
Theater continues to provide a venue for 
civic and cultural events as well as per-
forming arts for Oriental and Pamlico 
County. The 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization is grateful for the support of 
its members and their donations which 
help in maintaining the building, operat-
ing with the latest electronic equipment, 
and renovating the inside for the com-
fort of its patrons. All memberships and 
donations are tax deductible and greatly 
appreciated. Donations can be mailed 
to: Old Theater Corp., P.O. Box 521, 
Oriental, NC  28571. Contact the theater 
at mail@oldtheater.org or visit online at 
www.oldtheater.org. 

SPORTS A5

Carolina Coastal Railroaders’ Train Show is Back
The 2026 Train Show will be February 21 and 22 at the Riverfront Convention Center in New Bern. 
Open Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm and Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Admission is good for both days. 
Ten operating train layouts, including LEGO, will be on display. Over 100 Vendor Tables selling and 
buying all kinds and scales of railroad equipment. We look forward to seeing you at another exciting 
Train Show! Come join the fun!

Contact: Dennis Korn, President, Carolina Coastal Railroaders, a 501c3 organization.
dkorn69@gmail.com

Led by community colleges’ efforts, North Carolina 
ranks No. 1 for workforce development

 A2
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Pamlico Community College

See all Listings & Visual Tours at
 www.orientalncwaterfront.com
1-800-347-8246 • 252-249-1014 

Or contact Allen Propst 
252-671-4644

704 Broad St, PO Box 750, Oriental, NC 28571

Land/Home Sales 
Property Management

Appraisals Development

We recently purchased a house in Oriental with the assistance of 
Linda Hoff.  She was very helpful identifying properties that would 
interest us.   Within a few days we found a house that met our require-
ments.   Linda helped us during price negotiations and assisted us 
with doing the transaction remotely.  We were very pleased to work 
with Linda and look forward to moving to the nice, small town of 
Oriental from a nice, big town in Arizona!  

Bruce and Donna Phillips

NEW BERN – Fairwinds 2BR/2BA Condo in Fairfield Harbor.  
Open floor plan, screened deck and open deck, roof replaced last 
year.  Community boat dock, pool, golf course, and restaurant.

OFFERED AT $209,000

ARAPAHOE – Prime Commercial Opportunity, 12,000 sf on 1.43 
acres near Arlington Place, Minnesott Beach and the Arapahoe 
Charter School. Not in a flood zone.  Expansive paved parking, 
large loading bay door on side. 

OFFERED AT $249,500

GRANTSBORO – Unrestricted 1.57 acre mini-farm, 1,792 hsf, 
3BR/2.5BA with heated and cooled 2-car garage, detached work-
shop, detached poultry barn with outside fencing & a carriage 
barn building.  Home built in 1980 & roof replaced w/architectural 
shingles in 2018. 

OFFERED AT $305,000

MERRITT – Waterfront 3BR/3BA 2,023 sf home on 1.02 acres 
with dock on deep water Ball Creek.  Includes fire pit, spacious 
back deck, covered patio, 2 detached storage buildings, and a 
carport.   Plenty of windows, laundry room, extra room for office, 
kitchen island and walk-in-shower & soaking tub in primary bath.

OFFERED AT $325,000

ORIENTAL – 3BR/2BA 1,894 sf open floor plan, deeded boat 
slip on 1 acre lot. Screened outdoor entertainment area & fire pit. 
Bright, open spaces indoors and inviting outdoor areas surround-
ed by mature trees and natural beauty. Being sold as-is.

OFFERED AT $545,000

MERRITT – Waterfront 3BR/2BA with deep water deeded boat 
slip on Ball Creek. Wide water views, 2.27 acres, 1,919 sf, metal 
roof, zoned HVAC, & LP Smartside exterior for rot-resistant long-
life durability.  Gas log fireplace in living room, & Widow’s Walk 
with views of the Pamlico Sound,   

OFFERED AT $ 625,000

Agent of the 
Week
Linda Hoff

Broker
Here’s what one of Linda’s 
customers had to say...

North Carolina has been ranked 
No. 1 in Site Selection Magazine’s 
annual Workforce Development 
Rankings, in large part because of 
the role the state’s community col-
leges – including Pamlico – have in 
training men and women for great 
careers in the state’s everchanging 
economy.

Through programs including 
NCEdge Customized Training, 
ApprenticeshipNC, the Small 
Business Center Network and 
BioNetwork, North Carolina’s 
community colleges work directly 
with employers to deliver indus-
try-aligned training that supports 
both expansion and competitiveness.

“This recognition affirms what 
companies experience every day 
when they locate and grow in North 
Carolina,” said Dr. Jeff Cox, president 
of NCCCS. “Our workforce develop-
ment model is built on strong part-
nerships, local responsiveness and 
a clear focus on employer needs, 
which gives North Carolina a deci-
sive advantage.”

For his part, PCC President Zac 
Schnell said the No. 1 ranking from Site Selection Magazine demon-
strates the commitment Pamlico and the state’s other 57 community 
colleges have to preparing workers for rewarding careers.

“We are proud of the work our instructors do to meet the work-
force demands of our state’s growing economy,” he said. “As a col-
lege, we try to be nimble so we can respond to market demands for 
high-quality employees in the growing sectors of the economy. As 
technologies change, all of us at Pamlico are ready to embrace new 
economic opportunities and prepare men and women for success.”

North Carolina’s No. 1 ranking by Site Selection Magazine comes 
just months after the state was named CNBC’s “Top State for 
Business” (2025), an honor that highlighted North Carolina’s robust 
and dynamic business climate across key sectors such as life sciences, 
advanced manufacturing, automotive, aerospace, defense, technolo-
gy and food and beverage production.

John Loyack, vice president of economic development for NCCCS, 
said the ranking reinforces the System’s role as a strategic partner to 
industry.

“Our colleges operate at the intersection of education and eco-
nomic development,” said Loyack. “We work side by side with 
employers to solve real workforce challenges, whether that means 

launching a new facility, adopting 
advanced technologies or upskill-
ing an existing workforce.”

Central to this success is 
NCEdge, the System’s customized 
training program, which partners 
with businesses across the state to 
provide tailored workforce solu-
tions. In the past four years alone, 
NCEdge has trained more than 
100,000 North Carolinians, helping 
employees master new technolo-
gies and improve productivity.

In addition to customized train-
ing, the System delivers a coordi-
nated set of workforce solutions 
that support employers across 
industries and regions:

* ApprenticeshipNC expands 
registered apprenticeship through-
out the state by combining paid, 
on-the-job learning with class-
room instruction to strengthen 
talent pipelines and improve work-
force retention.

* The Small Business Center 
Network provides counseling, 
training and access-to-capital sup-
port to entrepreneurs and small 

businesses, helping drive job creation and local economic growth in 
communities statewide.

Katie Shorter leads Pamlico’s Small Business Center.
* BioNetwork further strengthens the state’s workforce ecosystem 

by delivering specialized training, biomanufacturing support and 
applied research services that enable life sciences and biotechnology 
companies to innovate and scale.

Together, these programs deliver employer-driven workforce 
solutions across North Carolina, supporting companies from startup 
through expansion.

“As president, I take pride in the work our instructors do to pre-
pare our state’s 21st century workforce,” Schnell said. “We’re ready 
to work with employers and others to grow our economy and move 
our state forward.”

The president continued, “We at PCC want to be an anchor of 
opportunity to help get you to where you want to go! In workforce 
development sectors or something else of interest to you, we are the 
place for you to start.”

For more information about workforce training at Pamlico 
Community College, please contact the college’s Continuing 
Education division at 252-249-1851, ext. 3015.

Led by community colleges’ efforts, North Carolina 
ranks No. 1 for workforce development

Submitted by Pamlico Community College

Pamlico Community College works to prepare men and women for 
great careers in the region’s everchanging economy. Contributed photo
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Community

Concerned about your drinking? 
You are not alone, there is help available! 

Come join others who have found a Solution!
Alcoholics Anonymous: New Bern Hotline (252) 349-0898

Meetings in Pamlico County: 
(If you think you may have a problem, you are welcome to attend)

Tuesday 8pm - Oriental Group - Open Discussion Meeting held at the Free Will Baptist Church 600 Ragan Rd. in Oriental, 
NC (2nd brick building on left off Hwy 55)
Thursday *7:30pm** - Recovery and Beyond Group - Beginner/Open Discussion Meeting at Alliance United Methodist 
Church, 687 Main Street in Bayboro, NC (close to DSS/Senior Center)
Friday 8pm - Oriental Group - Open Discussion Meeting held at the Free Will Baptist Church, 600 Ragan Road in Oriental, 
NC (2nd brick building on left off Hwy 55).
Sunday *7pm – Oriental Sunday Night Group - Big Book/12 & 12 Study Meeting held at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 402 
Freemason St. in Oriental, NC (2nd brick church on the left)
https://aaeasternnc.org/       https://aanorthcarolina.org/       https://www.aa.org/
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Horoscopes

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Minor obstacles are in your path, 
Aries. It’s easy to get frustrated right 
now. Once you clear the hurdles it 
will be smoother sailing before long. 
Remain patient. 

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
You treasure family and friends, Taurus. 
This week calls for an important deci-
sion that could affect them all. It may 
be challenging, but you will make the 
right call.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, you may have to reset your 
priorities, as new information has 
come to the surface. Prioritize respon-
sibilities so major issues are taken care 
of first.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Unavoidable situations may cross your 
path this week, Cancer. It is important 
that you stay the course. Committing 
to tackling things head-on is the most 
productive approach.

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
It may be tempting to shirk your respon-
sibilities right now, Leo. Resist that temp-
tation. Keep your head down and keep 
on working. It will soon prove worth it. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, be confident and listen to your 
instincts, Libra. Do so before taking 
on any important tasks that might turn 
up in the days or weeks to come. A 
surprise might be around the corner.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Your energy will remain high this week, 
Libra, enabling you to come up with 
some innovative ideas that have true 
staying power. Pursue your options.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
The conditions are right for finishing 
an important task, Scorpio. You will be 
able to come up with wonderful ideas 
that have true staying power. Pursue 
your options.  

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you have been working 
hard lately and this may result in an 
overactive and tired mind. You should 
factor in a break so you can recharge 
your body and spirit. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Focus on keeping your cool even if 
that proves difficult, Capricorn. Be 
the bigger person in all of your inter-
actions. You have a strong ability to 
control of your emotions.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you may feel uneasy or wor-
ried for unknown reasons. Trust your 
gut in this instance and steer clear of 
trouble should it try to get in your way 
this week.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Family tops your list of priorities right 
now, Pisces. You are likely to spend 
considerable time with loved ones 
in the days to come. Relish in all the 
opportunities to connect.

CAPRICORN Traits & Overview
Smart, hardworking, and fully in control of their destiny, Capricorn signs will always get what they set 

their mind to, in both personal and professional life—no excuses. Capricorns may get a reputation as 
stubborn, but they simply know what they want, and also know how they wish other people would behave.

Natural rule-followers, Capricorns thrive on order and love strict rules, hierarchies, and set ways to do 
things. Can a Capricorn sign think outside the box? Yes, they can, but they prefer when they have strict 
boundaries to constrain against—free reign can make them feel paralyzed by choice. Capricorns are great 
at climbing the corporate ladder, and especially adept at making (and investing) money. Capricorns love 
family, and put a lot of stock in traditions. A Capricorn might stress themselves out trying to do everything 
perfectly—a Capricorn may feel like they must present a home-cooked meal every day, and would never 
admit to doing drive-thru or takeout. Capricorns believe presentation is everything, and their homes are 
usually Insta-worthy. A Capricorn sometimes is overly focused on what things look like, instead of how 
things feel, which could cause them to feel stifled and unhappy.

This Week in History
by: Hiram Lupton

OBITUARIES•	January 14th – 1784, The treaty of Paris which officially ended the American Revolutionary 
War was ratified by Congress.

•	January 15th – Today is National Bagel Day. 

•	January 16th – 1985, Playboy magazine announced that they would no longer be stapling 
their centerfold models into their publication. I bet that was painful for those nice young 
ladies.

•	January 17th – Today is National Hot Buttered Rum Day.

•	January 18th – Today is National Winnie the Pooh Day. I’m more of an Eeyore kind of guy.

•	January 19th – Today is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

•	January 20th – Today is National Cheese Lover’s Day.

Birthdays This Week
January 14th – 1741, Ex American patriot turned traitor Benedict Arnold

January 15th – 1929, Civil Rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

January 17th – 1706, Benjamin Franklin

January 17th – 1922, Actress Betty White

January 17th – 1942, Boxing Champion Muhammad Ali

January 19th – 1943, Singer Janis Joplin

January 19th – 1946, Dolly Parton

January 19th – 1947, Chef and Author Paula Dean

Amy Barnes McCotter, 
72, of Vandemere, NC 
passed away January 6, 
2026, at Bayview Nursing 
and Rehabilitation 
Center in New Bern.
Amy was known for 
speaking her mind – you 
always knew exactly 

where you stood with her. She lived life on 
her own terms and enjoyed it to the fullest. 
Fiercely loyal and deeply loving, her fami-
ly meant everything to her. She especially 
adored the children in her life, proudly wear-
ing the title of “Aunt Amy,” doting on her 
nieces and nephews with endless affection.
Amy had a true love for the beach, where she 
found peace and joy, and her animals held 
a special place in her heart. Her dogs were 
family, treated with the same devotion and 
care she showed those she loved most.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Kelly and Jean Barnes, and her sister, Bett 
Jackson.

Amy shared nearly 45 years of her life 
with her devoted husband, Pat McCotter. 
Together they built a life filled with memo-
ries, love, and unwavering companionship. 
She is survived by her husband, Pat; chil-
dren, Kimberly Whorton, David McCotter 
and wife, Jackie, and Johnny Warren and 
wife, Christina; her son-in-spirit, Pete Rae; 
brother, Ben Barnes and wife, Tina; sis-
ters, Melissa Barker and husband, John, 
and Mary Zahran and husband, Sam; 
grandchildren, Jennifer McCotter, Christian 
McCotter, Stacey Weible, Jessica Kramer, 
Ashley Warren, and Spencer Warren; 10 
great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces 
and nephews who will forever cherish her 
memory.
A private service to celebrate Amy’s life will 
be held at Daniels-Sadler Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, please consider memorial 
contributions to any pet rescue organization 
or local SPCA.
Arrangements by Daniels-Sadler Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Alliance, NC.

Ruth “Ruthie” Jaques 
McGhee, 90, of New 
Bern, NC passed away 
on January 6, 2026, at 
CarolinaEast Medical 
Center.
Ruthie was a member of 
Spring Hope Free Will 
Baptist Church, where 

her faith guided her throughout her life. 
Her church and her family were the center 
of her world, and she lived her life as a 
reflection of her love for both. Known for 
her quiet strength, faithfulness, and nurtur-
ing spirit, Ruthie was a blessing to all who 
knew her.
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Frank and Thelma Jaques; her sons, 
Joseph F. McGhee and Robert W. McGhee, 
Jr.; her brother, Frank Jaques; and sisters, 

Doris Norbury, Audrey Whitford, Joyce 
Eubanks, and Betty Middlestetter.
Ruthie is survived by her loving husband, 
Robert “Bobby” W. McGhee, Sr.; her son, 
David Earl McGhee and wife, Angie; daugh-
ter, Lillian Buttitta and husband, Chris; 
daughter-in-law, Linda Davidson; six grand-
children, James Williamson (Crystal), Justin 
Buttitta (Melinda), Abigail Hester (Matt), 
Ashley McGhee (Michael), Jason McGhee, 
and Eric McGhee; four step-grandchildren; 
and nine great-grandchildren.
A funeral service was held Sunday, January 
11, 2026 at Daniels-Sadler Funeral Home 
Chapel. Private interment at Greenleaf 
Memorial Park. 
The family received friends and relatives prior 
to the service at the funeral home.
Arrangements by Daniels-Sadler Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Alliance, NC.

The Joe Brown Band is offering the com-
munity an elegant evening of celebration, 
connection, and fundraising to celebrate their 
10-year anniversary. On Saturday, February 
14th, a special Valentine’s Day experience 
with “Cupid’s Shuffle” will take place at 
Maola at Riverside, 1400 N. Craven Street. 
Doors open at 6:00 pm. 

“This is the 4th year for our annual Cupid’s 
Shuffle, and we wanted to do something spe-
cial since it’s also the milestone tenth anni-
versary of our band,” said Joe Brown. “We 
have partnered with CarolinaEast Foundation 
so that a portion of the proceeds from the 
event will help their mission to further import-
ant healthcare initiatives in our community,” 
he explained. A preview of last year’s event is 
available at www.joebrownband.com. Tickets 
for the 2026 Cupid’s Shuffle are available at 
Mitchell Hardware, Eventbrite (CSVDE2026.
eventbrite.com), or by contacting him at 980-
234-1721 or joebrownband@gmail.com. The 
cost is $75 per person or $150 per couple for 

this enchanting dinner-dance event, catered 
by The Flame.

Sponsorships are encouraged and wel-
come to help offset the expenses associ-
ated with the event to maximize the benefit 
for the CarolinaEast Foundation. An exclu-
sive Community Champion Sponsorship at 
$2,500 offers top-tier recognition includ-
ing prominent logo placement on all mar-
keting materials, a chance to make brief 
remarks at the event, and six complimentary 
tickets. Other opportunities with specific 
benefits and complimentary tickets include 
Supporting Sponsorships at $500 and 
Leading Sponsorships at $1,000. For details 
and to make sponsorship arrangements, 
contact Joe Brown directly.

“So, whether you are in love, looking for 
love, or just loving yourself, come celebrate 
this delightful and upscale evening with us on 
Valentine’s Day with a lot of laughs, friend-
ship, dancing, and great live music,” said the 
band leader, Joe Brown.

Joe Brown Band Celebrates 
Ten Years With Valentine’s 
Day Event To Benefit 
Carolina East Foundation

Due to an ongoing shortage of bus drivers, 
some bus routes may experience delays, 
and in some cases, buses may be required 
to run double routes. This means your 
child's bus could arrive later than usual both 
in the morning and afternoon. We appreci-
ate your patience and understanding as we 
work to transport students as safely and 
efficiently as possible.

As a reminder, Pamlico County Schools 
does offer the Find the Bus App which 
allows you to see the real time location of 
your child's bus.

The Student Code is your Student's District 
ID number (formerly their Powerschool num-
ber). If you do not have it you may contact 
your child's school to get it!

If you would like to become trained to be 
a bus driver for Pamlico County Schools 
please contact Lindsey Willis, Director of 
Transportation at (252) 745-4601
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As your parents grow older, it may be time to 
talk with them about financial and aging issues, 
which may involve difficult conversations. 

You’ll want to be careful how you approach 
this. Mention ahead of time that you’d like to 
talk to them about their future plans and reas-
sure them that you want to understand their 
wishes, so their affairs will be taken care of as 
they would like.

If your parents are agreeable, choose a comfortable location 
and ask whom to invite (or not invite). Then, think about how 
to open the conversation, preferably not with what they want to 
do with their money, as this could be interpreted as your seeking 
information about your inheritance or being skeptical about their 
financial decisions. Instead, build a broader discussion about 
their vision for their aging years. A series of shorter conversations 
may allow you to cover topics more comfortably rather than try-
ing to solve everything at once. 

Try to address these areas:
• Health care – Seek to learn whether your parents have estab-

lished appropriate health-related legal documents such as a 
health care power of attorney, which gives someone the author-
ity to make decisions about their medical care if they become 
unable, and a living will, which spells out the extraordinary med-
ical treatments they may or may not want. 

• Independence – As people age, they may begin to lose their 
independence. Have your parents considered options for long-
term care, such as an assisted living community, a nursing home 

or a home health aide? If they plan to receive support from family 
members, do your parents’ expectations match yours?

• Financial goals – Focusing on the personal and financial 
aspects of the legacy your parents want to leave can be a valu-
able conversation. Have they updated their will or other estate 
documents, such as a living trust? Have they created a durable 
power of attorney for a trusted family member to make financial 
decisions for them if they become incapacitated? Do they have 
the proper beneficiary designations on their insurance policies, 
retirement plan and bank accounts? If you position these issues 
around your parents having control over transferring their assets, 
rather than curiosity over “who will get what,” you’ll more likely 
have a productive conversation.

• Last wishes – You’ll want to learn whether your parents have 
instructions in their will about their funerals and last wishes. 
Express that you or another close family member should know 
who is responsible for making sure their wishes are met in a 
timely fashion. 

Money, independence and aging can be sensitive topics. You 
don’t have to go it alone, though — enlist help from another 
close family member. Or, if your parents work with an attorney, 
financial professional or other trusted advisor, consider asking 
if they’re interested in having them participate in your talks. 
You might even be able to introduce your parents to one of your 
advisors.

In any case, keep talking. These conversations can be chal-
lenging, but if handled correctly can be of great benefit to your 
parents and your entire family.

Putting your aging parents’ wishes first
Financial Focus

Dan M. Roberts

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

COUNTY OF PAMLICO
PUBLIC NOTICE 

County of Pamlico has issued a public notice regarding 
the intent to extend a lease with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) for office space in Alliance, NC 

Lease Details
•	 Location: 13724 NC Highway 55, Alliance, NC 28509
•	 Space: 2,650 rentable square feet (RSF)
•	 Proposed Rate: $13.14 per RSF, totaling $2,901.75 

monthly and $34,821.00 annually.
•	 Duration: The extension would expire on January 31, 

2029.

Timeline and Next Steps 
•	 Public Notice Period: A 30-day public notice is 

required before final approval can be granted.
•	 Board Approval: The proposal is scheduled for 

final approval at February 16, 2026, Board of 
Commissioners meeting. 

Please note the following: 
During regular business hours, the full text of the following 
proposed amendments can be obtained from the Clerk to 
the Board at the County Manager’s Office located at 302 
Main Street, Bayboro, NC (Phone Number: 252-745-3133, 
Email: tracy.boyd@pamlicocounty.org) 

Preparing Youth for the Future 
Often when I am writing an article, I am 

focused on sharing the fun times we have here 
in Pamlico County with our 4-H Program. 4-H 
is fun! From learning how to care for dairy 
calves, to sewing, to cooking and nutrition. 
However, while we are having that fun our 
youth are gaining valuable life skills. Often 
these skills are hard skills (specific and mea-
surable abilities). Hard skills are very important 
for youth, giving them a chance to develop 

strong foundations for post-secondary education and careers.
Much of youth education is focused on providing youth the 

opportunity to gain these hard skills to be prepared for their 
adult lives. It seems that every year that passes it grows harder 
and harder to prepare our teenagers and young adults to enter 
the workforce; this year has only highlighted that fact. Between 
new emerging markets and the robotizing of old positions, there 
is a constant need for the acquisition of new hard skills. However, 
even life-long dedication to learning isn’t enough to make one 
competitive in the labor market. According to the USAID Office 
of Education, workers also need to be fluent in several soft skills.

What are Soft Skills? For that matter what are Hard Skills? Hard 
Skills are the cumulation of all formal education and technical 
training with an emphasis on STEM. Soft Skills however, are 
knowledge of and ability to utilize relation skills and emotional 
intelligence. All of these soft skills are integral to a person’s ability 
to collaborate with coworkers and to provide superior under-
standing to clients. Many employers rate the importance of Soft 
Skills equal to a prospective employee’s skill and training with 
Hard Skills. Soft Skills that were deemed especially important 
were high-order thinking skills (or critical thinking/analysis), 
self-control, social skills or emotional intelligence, and commu-
nication.

While all of these skills are important and valued across fields, 
communication was most often given extremely high impor-
tance. Employers found the ability for their employees to clearly 
and concisely articulate information to both coworkers and 
clients, through written and oral means, integral to their institu-
tion’s success. Further, effective communication often indicates 
good social and relation skills, increasing effectiveness in team-

work. Most employers actively seek employees who cannot only 
succeed in a team environment, but thrive in it.

Can these Soft Skills be acquired through traditional formal 
education? What else can be done to expand our young peo-
ples’ Soft Skills? Soft Skills can be learned, to an extent, through 
school however, there can never be enough opportunities for 
teens and younger kids to practice communication and their 
social relation skills. 

A great opportunity for youth to engage with one another 
while building their oral and written communication skills, is 
4-H Presentations. We will be kicking off our 2026 Pamlico 
Presentation program at the end of February. During this pro-
gram youth will be able to work on their active listening skills, 
extemporaneous speaking, and formal speaking. Each partici-
pant will research, write, and present their own presentation at 
County Activity Day. Youth can also present at at the South East 
4-H District Activity Day, and at State presentations if youth 
place at District Activity Day. This program is open to youth ages 
5 – 18. 

If you would like more information about our 2026 Spring 
4-H programs please give us a call or check out our Pamlico 4-H 
page. You’ll find all the details and registration info on our web-
site: pamlico.ces.ncsu.edu. To complete your registration, you’ll 
also need to enroll in 4-H Online it’s required for all NC 4-H 
programs. Don’t worry if you’re new to the process, the link is on 
our website, and if you have any trouble at all, just give us a call. 
We’re happy to walk you through it step-by-step! Want to stay in 
the loop about future programs and events? Be sure to sign up for 
our Pamlico 4-H email list so you never miss an update. If you 
have questions or just want to learn more about what 4-H has to 
offer here in Pamlico County, reach out to Kait Neeland at (252) 
745-4121 or kait_neeland@ncsu.edu

Kait Neeland   
4-H Agent

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

CROSSWORD

Don’t be afraid to make mistakes 
in life’s comedy show, they just 

make for better improv!”

Effective money management can 
help men and women achieve their 
short- and long-term goals. Wise 
investment strategies and a commit-
ment to saving for retirement are great 
ways to manage money over the long 
haul, but it’s important to seek ways to 
do so in the short-term as well.

Monitoring financial health is a 
short-term strategy that can keep indi-
viduals on a path toward long-term 
security. While various metrics can be 
looked to as indicators of financial health, adults can keep these 
three variables in mind as they look to utilize short-term strate-
gies to ensure their long-term success.

1. Debt-to-income ratio: Debt-to-income ratio can be a good 
indicator of financial health. The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau defines debt-to-income ratio (DTI) as all your monthly 
debt payments divided by your monthly gross income. Lenders 
utilize DTI to determine the creditworthiness of loan applicants, 
but individuals also can use it as a metric to gauge their financial 
health. Monthly debt payments include mortgages, auto loans, 
student loans, and other debt payments, including credit cards. 
Individuals whose debt payments total $2,000 per month and 
who earn a gross monthly income of $6,000 have a 33 percent 
DTI. The credit experts at Experian suggest a DTI of 35 percent 
or less is indicative that debt is being handled well, so that’s a 
figure to keep in mind.

2. Savings balances: Savings accounts don’t generate as much 

interest as they did throughout the 
1980s and 1990s. According to Nasdaq, 
savings interest rates climbed as high as 
8 percent in the 1980s, but have fallen 
below 0.25 percent since the financial 
crisis of 2008. That’s led some to deval-
ue savings, but savings balances can be 
a good indicator of financial health. A 
substantial savings account can help 
individuals avoid taking on debt when 
costly emergencies and expenses arise 
unexpectedly, thus helping them keep 

their DTI in a financially advantageous range.
3. Credit score: Credit score is another strong, and easily 

accessible, indicator of personal financial health. Individuals can 
now access their credit scores for free each month through their 
banks and credit card providers. Experian notes that credit scores 
range from 300 to 850, and where a score falls in that range can 
indicate if a person is managing credit in a healthy or unhealthy 
way. Experian reports scores 740 and above are very good, while 
scores between 670 and 739 are considered good. Scores between 
300 and 579 are considered poor, while a score between 580 and 
669 is considered fair. Scores below 669 indicate there’s room to 
use credit more wisely, which involve reducing reliance on con-
sumer credit, making payments on time and ensuring payments 
are more than the monthly minimum.

These three metrics and others can be utilized by individuals 
looking to gauge their financial health in an effort to realize their 
short- and long-term goals.

3 metrics that can help people gauge 
their financial health 
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SPORTS

FORREST FARM SUPPLY
502 Main Street, Bayboro, NC 28515 

(252) 745-3551

25% to 50% off Select Items
SALE

BOGO 
Lawn & Garden Chemicals

Bird 
Feeders

Xtra Tuf 
Boots

Martin 
HOUSE

EQUINE & PET 
SUPPLIES

. . .AND MUCH MORE

The Pamlico County High School wrestling team hosted a pair of 
non-conference foes in duals action last Thursday evening. While 
wrestlers compete individuals, duals wrestling is a competition where 
points are awarded to the team for different types of wins such as a 
pin, a forfeit, decision, major decision, or technical fall. The highest 
number of team points awarded for a match win, 6 points, is by a pin 
or a win by forfeit. Points all add up. An individual wrestler can lose 
but still help their team by avoiding a pin and keep the score with 
their opponent within 7 points. This is considered a win by decision, 
and the winning team is awarded 3 points. In Thursday’s matches, 
Pamlico took on North Pitt followed by bouts against West Craven. 
Typically, when three teams are involved in dual competition, the 
two visitors face off in the first matches, followed by the home squad 
versus the visitor who traveled from the farthest to compete with the home team and closest competing 
team finishing out the evenings matches. In Pamlico’s first match, they were defeated by North Pitt, 
70-10. The Hurricanes bounced back in the final matches, besting West Craven by a score of 54-30.

Pamlico County Middle School took on a pair of conference opponents in team wrestling action 
last Friday evening in matches that had been postponed from last December due to weather. 
Pamlico held their own but lost both close matches, 58-48 to Tucker Creek Middle School and 
58-46 to Grover C. Fields Middle School. Despite the team losses, the young Hurricanes continued 
to gain valuable experience.

Hurricanes on the Mat
by: Hiram Lupton

Brayden Jones squares off against 
North Pitt.

Riley Treacy lifts his West Craven 
opponent.

Donny Campbell gets the edge against his North Pitt adversary

Middle School Athletics – Wrestling
by: Hiram Lupton

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving.”
– Albert Einstein
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Pamlico Vistas
vista /vis-ta/ n / : a distant view through or along an avenue or opening

Photo by: Hiram Lupton

Welcome to Brice Pointe, New Bern’s first Life 
Plan Community. Nestled on 70 picturesque 
acres along Carolina Lake, every detail is 
designed to support the life you’ve imagined.

503 WEST THURMAN ROAD
NEW BERN, NC 28562 BRICEPOINTE.ORG

T U E S DAY , F E B R UA R Y 1 0
1 2 : 0 0 P M - 1 : 3 0 P M
Boost Your Wellness
T U E S DAY , F E B R UA R Y 1 7
1 2 : 0 0 P M - 1 : 3 0 P M
Life Plan 101

J O I N U S F O R O N E O R 
B O T H E V E N T S

RSVP  by calling 252-659-4550 
or emailing 
hquinones@thrivemoreinc.org
Space is limited.

Carolina Colours Pavilion 
3300 Waterscape Way  |  New Bern, NC 28562

Y O U R  R E T I R E M E N T

The Trump Administration loses most of their court cases.  
They want people to believe the judges are at fault. After losing they  
call out the judges by name, calling them deranged, crooked, rogue, luna-
tics and radical leftist.

They lose because the judges base their decisions on the facts and the law 
and the Administration does not have the facts and law to support their 
claims. Their unconstitutional lawlessness violates the U.S. Constitution. 

The judges took an oath to honor the U.S. Constitution and they follow 
it. The President and his Cabinet took a similar oath and they violate it. 

Jimmy Ragan
Retired Judge

Paid for by Jimmy Ragan

Dawson Creek

According to the American Cancer Society, the average age a man is diagnosed with prostate cancer is 
about 66. In fact, six out of every 10 prostate cancer diagnoses are in men who are 65 and older. Though 
prostate cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death among American men, most men diagnosed 
with the disease do not die from it. Screening could play a role in that, and the ACS recommends that 
men thinking about getting tested for prostate cancer learn as much as they can about screening so they 
can make the most informed decisions possible. Speaking with a personal physician about screening is 
recommended, as the effects of screening continue to be studied by researchers.
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Pamlico

313 Main Street | Bayboro, NC
252-745-2070 (medical) | 252-745-0781 (dental)

contentnea.org/Locations

We specialize in primary medical and
dental care for the entire family.

PCC offers short-term training 
courses that can lead to great 
jobs in health care and more!

For more information or to register
for any of these great courses,

please call 252-249-1851, ext. 3015, today!

Learn more! Earn more! FREE Basic Skills courses! 
Complete your GED® at PCC or learn English with our 

English as a Second Language (ESL) classes! 
Call 252-249-1851, ext. 3015!

*****
Other great short-term courses

starting soon:
 * Electronic Health Records, Begins Jan. 26!
 * Medical Office Professional, Starts Jan. 26!
 * Community Health Worker, Begins Jan. 27!
 * Dialysis Technician, Course starts Feb. 3!

Financial aid is available for many of Pamlico’s 
short-term Continuing Education courses! 

Call 252-249-1851, ext. 3015, or 
email lgiles@pamlicocc.edu for more information!

Cardiac Monitor Technician
Day class starts Jan. 26; Night class begins Jan. 20!

$

Nurse Aide I
Day class starts Jan. 26; Night class begins Jan. 28!

Medical Billing and Coding
Dental Billing and Coding
Online programs begin Jan. 26!

National Blood Donor Month 
January 2026

According to the American Red Cross, winter is “one of the most difficult times of year to 
collect enough blood products to meet patient needs.” That’s because of, among other 
things, busy holiday schedules and bad weather often resulting in canceled blood drives. 
Furthermore, seasonal illnesses such as the flu force potential donors to forgo their blood 
donations.
That’s just one of the reasons that National Blood Donor Month, which has taken place 
each January since 1970, is such an important observance. Donating blood saves many 
lives and improves health for many people. According to the World Health Organization, 
“blood is the most precious gift that anyone can give to another person — the gift of life. 
A decision to donate your blood can save a life, or even several if your blood is separated 
into its components — red cells, platelets and plasma.” Let’s learn more.

National Blood Donor Month timeline
1628 - Book gets the blood going- English physician William Harvey publishes "On the 
Motion of the Heart and Blood," describing his account of the circulation of blood through 
the human body.

Early 1900‘s - Are you my type? The Austrian Dr. Karl Landsteiner develops the ABO blood 
group system. Jan Jansky, a Czech doctor is credited with the first classification of blood 
into four types: A, B, AB, and O.

1907 - Ottenberg makes the first transfusion - Based on Landsteiner's discoveries, the 
American physician Reuben Ottenberg performs the first successful blood transfusion 
using blood typing and crossmatching at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York.

1937 - Physician opens first blood bank - Hungarian physician Bernard Fantus establishes 
the first hospital blood bank in the United States at Cook County Hospital in Chicago.

How to Observe National Blood Donor Month
1.	 Donate - Not just in honor of National Blood Donor Month, but in the simple spirit of 

providing the stuff of life to those who need it most. Donate now. Donate again in eight 
weeks. Repeat.

2.	 Inspire - National Blood Donor Month can inspire people to donate. And those dona-
tions can in turn inspire others to donate, creating an exponential increase in blood 
donations when and where they're needed the most.

3.	 Learn and remember your blood type - What's your blood type? Some examples: O 
positive donors are needed more often than other blood types. O negative donors are 
considered "universal donors." AB positive donors are "universal recipients."

5 Amazing Facts About Blood Donations
1.	 Not enough blood for all of us - According to the American Red Cross, about 38 per-

cent of the U.S. population can donate blood — but only 10 percent actually do.
2.	 Fill 'er up with regular — donations - Brookhaven National Laboratory says that people 

who begin donating blood at age 17 and donate every eight weeks will have donated 
48 gallons of blood by age 76.

3.	 Donate blood and get medical info - When we donate blood, labs examine the dona-
tion for multiple infectious diseases, such as HIV and West Nile virus.

4.	 Dogs can donate, too! - Your dog can donate blood, too. Check with your veterinarian 
and the Humane Society to make sure you know the local rules and regulations for 
this type of donation.

5.	 The multiplier effect is huge - Every time we donate one pint of blood, the potential is 
there to save three lives.

Why National Blood Donor Month is Important
1.	 Donating blood save lives - Someone needs blood every few seconds in the United 

States. And more than 4.5 million Americans would die every year without lifesaving 
blood transfusions. National Blood Donor Month helps us remember these vital sta-
tistics.

2.	 It's the gift that keeps on giving - The American Red Cross needs 13,000 blood dona-
tions every single day to maintain an appropriate blood supply. Fortunately, eligible 
blood donors can donate blood every eight weeks.

3.	 It's good for donors, too - The American Journal of Epidemiology reports that blood 
donors are 88 percent less likely to have a heart attack.
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COASTAL LIVING

Custom Docks & Piers

Seawalls & Retaining Walls

 Our Services: 

 THE FOUNDATION OF EVERY PROJECT.

EXCELLENCE,

INNOVATION.
RELIABILITY,

&

252.665.4976

BOBBYCAHOONCONSTRUCTION.COMNCONSTTRUUCCTION.CCOOM

305 Hodges Street, Oriental, NC 28571
Located at ICW statute mile marker 181

252.249.1797 

ORIENTAL, N.C.

IN
L
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N
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AT
ERWAY PROVISIO

N
 C

O
M
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Y

HOURS:
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Friday – Saturday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm

Sunday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

The Inland Waterway Provision Company

We’re a fully stocked 
marine store and what 
we don’t have we can  

order for you usually with 
overnight delivery so you 
can get back on the water 

in no time! 

Check out our fishing 
tackle and make your 

requests as we grow the 
selection!  We also stock 

an assortment of craft 
beer, wines, snacks, 

condiments, personal care 
products and ice.

We service and install all brands and models of 
Heating & Air Conditioning Units

Natural or Propane Gas, Oil, Electric, or Geothermal
•   Free estimates on new installations and/or replacements.
• Residential and commercial applications
•  Complete ductwork inspections, repairs, and now 

offering duct cleaning.
• Serving five counties for over 35 years

(252) 745-5135
6690 Hwy. 55 East in Reelsboro

Emergency, Nights & Weekends 252-670-7688
www.scottph.com

1107 Bennett Rd.
Minnesott Beach, NC 28510

252-249-0200
Your Hurricane Hole!

60 Ton Travel lift, Beams to 19’2”
Dry Storage to 55’, Lounge and 

Bathhouse & WiFi
WET AND DRY STORAGE AVAILABLE

HELP WANTED

Chris Lee pinned as new Marine Patrol Colonel
MOREHEAD CITY –  Chris Lee was formally pinned during a 

ceremony today as the new Colonel of the N.C. Marine Patrol, the 
top law enforcement officer at the Division of Marine Fisheries.

Lee, who has worn the Marine Patrol uniform for 18 years and 
most recently served as Captain of Marine Patrol District 1, was 
pinned by his father with the golden eagles of a colonel at a cere-
mony at the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality’s Division 
of Marine Fisheries headquarters in Morehead City. A pinning 
ceremony marks a significant advancement in a law enforcement 
officer’s career.

The Marine Patrol Colonel manages more than 64 individuals, 
including 57 officers and six dispatchers, and directs law enforce-
ment efforts over 2.7 million acres of ocean and coastal fishing 
waters in 21 eastern counties. 

“The N.C. Marine Patrol plays a vital role by enforcing fishing 
regulations and providing water, air and ground support to other 
DEQ divisions, including during emergencies,” said DEQ Secretary 
Reid Wilson. “Colonel Lee will do an outstanding job because of 
his tremendous experience, vision, and commitment to the Marine 
Patrol’s mission.”

Lee took over as head of Marine Patrol Jan. 1, replacing Col. 
Carter Witten, who retired Dec. 31, 2025.

Lee brings a wealth of experience in rescue operations, which will 
help in strengthening the Division’s work with the N.C. Department 
of Emergency Management in keeping North Carolinians safe.

One of Lee’s most notable accomplishments is that he helped form 
and then served as captain of the Marine Patrol’s Swiftwater Rescue 
Team.

“That’s been one of the most rewarding things of my career,” Lee 
said. “The relationships we have made across the state have done 
wonders for us as an agency, and we are providing a better service to 
the citizens of North Carolina.”

Lee started building and training the rescue team in late 2019, and 
in 2021, it became the first state law enforcement-certified swift-
water rescue team in North Carolina. Lee says he cannot take sole 
credit for the team, as he has had to train alongside them.

“We were all learning together and trying to make it happen to 
better serve in times of need,” Lee said.

The team has been deployed numerous times across the state. 
In the fall of 2024, the team was one of 71 swiftwater rescue teams 
deployed to Western North Carolina to assist with rescuing motor-
ists and residents from floodwaters of Hurricane Helene.

In addition to performing water rescues, Marine Patrol officers 
have flown DEQ staff to survey the extent of shoreline erosion and 
flooded animal waste operations after hurricanes, provided security 
in business districts hit by tornadoes, and helped transport food to 
flooded communities.

One of Lee’s goals as Colonel is to make the Marine Patrol even 
more of an asset to the people of North Carolina through training 

and working with North Carolina Emergency Management, while 
continuing to serve as the fisheries law enforcement agency.

Originally from Colerain, Lee spent his youth fishing on the 
Chowan River. In his free time, he helped his best friend’s family fish 
pound nets, crab pots and gill nets.

“My father instilled in me at a young age to respect the resource,” 
Lee said. “Law enforcement and enjoying the outdoors have been a 
major part of my life for as long as I can remember.”

Lee’s father was a deputy sheriff and later both parents were train-
ing coordinators for NC Department of Corrections. When he was 
17, while vacationing with his family at Kill Devil Hills, Lee spotted 
a 26-foot N.C. Marine Patrol Regulator boat.

“That was the first time I’d ever heard of Marine Patrol,” Lee said. 
“To me, it sounded like a dream job.”

After high school, Lee attended N.C. Army National Guard boot 
camp and became an Infantryman in Bravo Company 1/120th. In 
2003, he served in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Lee returned from overseas and began Basic Law Enforcement 
Training at Beaufort Community College and later worked for the 
Edenton Police Department before joining the Marine Patrol in 
March 2008. Lee worked his way through the ranks serving as a 
patrol officer in District 1, later as Sergeant and then as Captain of 
District 1, which runs from Ocracoke to the Virginia state line.

Lee completed his degree in criminal justice after joining the 
Marine Patrol. He was also certified as a general instructor and 
specialized firearms instructor through the N.C. Criminal Justice 
and Training Standards Commission. In 2012, Lee received the NC 
Marine Fisheries Enforcement Officer of the Year award from the 
Governor's Conservation Achievement Awards Program.

Lee was joined in his pinning by his wife Melissa, who pinned his 
badge; sons, Sonny and Banks; parents, Vernon and Tammy Lee; 
brother, Bryan Lee; and mother-in-law Kathy Rea.

Col. Chris Lee Sworn in surrounded by his wife Melissa and sons 
Sonny and Banks.

I’m not saying I’m overreacting. I’m just saying there are good times. There are bad times. And there are bad times to 
hand me a chainsaw.  –Funny Sayings About Life

Birthdays are really good for you.  
 Studies show that people who have the 
most of them live the longest.
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Classifieds 

Fully Insured with Liability and Workmen’s Comp

252-745-7232/252-671-7563
Pamlicotreecare@aol.com
www.pamlicotreecare.com

Pamlico Tree Care, LLC
Servicing New Bern & Surrounding Counties

Owner Jonathan Mitchell

New Omme 90’ Tracklift
Access through a 4’ wide gate

Complete Tree Removal
Stump Grinding

Brush & Branch Chipping
Cabling & Crown Reduction

Tree Pruning & Shaping

T.O.P.P. Care For Pets
The Oriental Pet Parlour

 Full Service Grooming
 Licensed Boarding
 Day Care 

     For Dogs, Cats, Birds & Other Pets

252-249-0243
315 White Farm Road Oriental, NC 28571

Hours: M - F 8:30 - 5     Sat. 9 - 3
Check out our website at

www.TheOrientalPetParlour.com

252-249-1787 
www.SailLoftRealty.com

FOR SALE

Arapahoe - Fully renovated, 
3BR/2Bath home featuring a new 
roof, new HVAC and brand-new 
appliances (refrigerator needed). 
Enjoy access to the Neuse River 
from a nearby shared waterfront 
lot complete with a sandy beach!
$279,000 Katherine H. Winfrey 

Income Tax Service
801 Broad St. 

Oriental, NC 28571

533 South Creek Rd.
Aurora, NC 27806

252-670-7728
252-675-2828

SERVICES 
Small Driveways - granite, 
limestone, base, crushed 

concrete. Also topsoil, sand and 
mixed green and rip rap rock.  
Roy Holton 252-670-7124.

Ms. Vennie Himbry
Executive Director
252-229-9041

 Monday-Thursday 10:00 - 4:00 REENTRY SERVICES
 Court Advocacy Expungement – Counseling – ID Recovery – Housing – Job Referrals 

Food/Gas Cards – Clothing 
Bayboro Development Reentry Center http://tinyurl.com/bdcreentry

BAYBORO DEVELOPMENT REENTRY CENTER
13632 Hwy 55 ~ Alliance

FOR RENT
3 BR, 2 BA on private 
lot, Merritt. Garbage 

included. Deposit, ref-
erences needed. NO 

PETS. $880/mo. 
252-670-0138. 

2005 Thor Windsport 36A, Ford V8 Gas, 2 Slides, 38K miles, New tires, New 
Mini Split Units, Everything Works! One Owner. $23,500 OBO or Do You have 
something to trade? 518-657-1348 in Oriental

LEGALS

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Notice to Creditors
North Carolina, 
Pamlico County

All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
Estate of Joyce Grey Cagle, 
deceased, of Bayboro, NC, are 
notified to present the same to 
the personal representative listed 
below on or before April 7, 2026, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. All debtors of the 
said estate are asked to make 
immediate payment. This the 7th 
day of January, 2026. 

Guillermina Gregg, Ancillary 
Executrix
of the Estate of Joyce Grey Cagle
c/o Quay & Associates, P.A.
412 Broad Street
New Bern, NC 28560 

PUBLICATION DATES: 
01/07/2026, 01/14/2026, 
01/21/2026, 01/28/2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS:

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate 
of Clara Jean Ensley, deceased, 
of Pamlico County, N.C., File No.: 
25E001221 are notified to present 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before April 7, 2026, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
All debtors of the said estate are
asked to make immediate pay-
ment.

This 7th day of January 2026.

Randy R. Beeman, Administrator 
of the Estate of Clara Jean Ensley, 
deceased
c/o John W. King, Jr.
King & Moss PLLC
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 1112
New Bern, NC 28563
(252) 638-1103

Run Dates
1) January 7, 2026
2) January 14, 2026
3) January 21, 2026
4) January 28, 2026

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
PAMLICO COUNTY

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
BEFORE THE CLERK

FILE NO. 25SP001040-680

Velma Barrett, Petitioner v. David 
Coleman, Jr., Anthony Cox, Jr., 
Tanya T. Neil Cox, Samantha Cox, 
and Michelle Best, Respondents.

TO: ANTHONY COX, JR.

Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled special 
proceeding.  The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 

1. Petition to Partition requesting 
the sale of certain real property 
located at 1302 Silverbrook Road, 
Oriental, NC 28571 and more par-
ticularly described as follows: 

A certain tract or parcel of land in 
Pamlico County, State of North 
Carolina, described as follows:

Lying and being on the Silverbrook 

Road near Oriental beginning at a 
cedar stake on the South side 
of the Silverbrook or Main Road, 
the western corner of the Henry 
Ormand property, and the north-
east corner of a lot of land owned 
by Henry Collins in Hudstontown, 
and runs thence a southeastward-
ly course with Henry Collins line 
50 feet; thence a northeastwardly 
course parallel with the Main road 
100 feet; thence a northeastward-
ly course with the first (Henry 
Collins’) line 50 feet; thence a 
southwesterly course 100 feet to 
the Beginning, being one lot of 
land in the western corner of the 
tract of land formerly belonging 
to Henry Ormand, known as the 
Henry Ormand property, being the 
same deeded by G.H. Roberts and 
L.F. McCabe to Henry Ormand, 
by deed of record in Book 56 
at page 545, Pamlico County 
Registry, and being also the same 
lot conveyed to Commissioner 
to Pamlico County, by deed of 
record in Book 101 at Page 425, 
Pamlico County Records, also 
the same property conveyed to 
Allied Mortgage & Development 
Company, Inc. by Trustee’s Deed 
recorded in Book 139, Page 75 of 
aforesaid records. 

2. Private sale of the property 
under N.C.G.S. § 1-339.3A.

3. Reimbursement or contribu-
tion from the Respondents for a 
pro-rata portion of any carrying 
costs proven.

4. Reasonable attorney’s fees 
in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 
46A-3 and other applicable law.

5. Any other relief the Court 
deems necessary and appropriate 
in the interests of justice. 

You are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than 
February 16, 2026 and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.

This the 7th day of January, 2026. 

/s/ John W. Moss
JOHN W. MOSS
N.C. Bar No. 54932
King & Moss, PLLC
P.O. Box 1112
New Bern, NC 28563
Phone: (252) 638-1103
Fax: (252) 638-0400
Email: jmoss@newbernlaw.com

Publication dates:
01/07/2026
01/14/2026
01/21/2026

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
PAMLICO COUNTY

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
BEFORE THE CLERK

FILE NO. 25SP001040-680

Velma Barrett, Petitioner,  v. David 
Coleman, Jr., Antohny Cox, Jr., 
Tanya T. Neil Cox, Samantha Cox, 
and Michelle Best, Respondents.

TO: MICHELLE BEST

Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been 

filed in the above-entitled special 
proceeding.  The nature of the 
relief being sought is as follows: 

1. Petition to Partition requesting 
the sale of certain real property 
located at 1302 Silverbrook Road, 
Oriental, NC 28571 and more par-
ticularly described as follows: 

A certain tract or parcel of land in 
Pamlico County, State of North 
Carolina, described as follows:

Lying and being on the Silverbrook 
Road near Oriental beginning at a 
cedar stake on the South side 
of the Silverbrook or Main Road, 
the western corner of the Henry 
Ormand property, and the north-
east corner of a lot of land owned 
by Henry Collins in Hudstontown, 
and runs thence a southeastward-
ly course with Henry Collins line 
50 feet; thence a northeastwardly 
course parallel with the Main road 
100 feet; thence a northeastward-
ly course with the first (Henry 
Collins’) line 50 feet; thence a 
southwesterly course 100 feet to 
the Beginning, being one lot of 
land in the western corner of the 
tract of land formerly belonging 
to Henry Ormand, known as the 
Henry Ormand property, being the 
same deeded by G.H. Roberts and 
L.F. McCabe to Henry Ormand, 
by deed of record in Book 56 
at page 545, Pamlico County 
Registry, and being also the same 
lot conveyed to Commissioner 
to Pamlico County, by deed of 
record in Book 101 at Page 425, 
Pamlico County Records, also 
the same property conveyed to 
Allied Mortgage & Development 
Company, Inc. by Trustee’s Deed 
recorded in Book 139, Page 75 of 
aforesaid records. 

2. Private sale of the property 
under N.C.G.S. § 1-339.3A.

3. Reimbursement or contribu-
tion from the Respondents for a 
pro-rata portion of any carrying 
costs proven.

4. Reasonable attorney’s fees 
in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 
46A-3 and other applicable law.

5. Any other relief the Court 
deems necessary and appropriate 
in the interests of justice. 

You are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than 
February 16, 2026 and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.

This the 7th day of January, 2026. 

/s/ John W. Moss
JOHN W. MOSS
N.C. Bar No. 54932
King & Moss, PLLC
P.O. Box 1112

New Bern, NC 28563
Phone: (252) 638-1103
Fax: (252) 638-0400
Email: jmoss@newbernlaw.com

Publication dates:
01/07/2026
01/14/2026
01/21/2026

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

PAMLICO COUNTY  
 SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND DEBTORS OF 
JAMES A MASON

File No.:  25E001231-680

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against deceased, 
are notified to exhibit them to 
JO ANN CLAY EXECUTOR on 
or before APRIL 7, 2026 at the 
address listed below or be barred 
from their recovery.  Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment to the above-
named EXECUTOR.

This 7TH OF JANUARY, 2026

ESTATE OF JAMES A MASON
C/O JO ANN CLAY
PO BOX 147
BAYBORO, NC 28515

Publish JANUARY 7, 14, 21 AND 
28, 2026. 

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

PAMLICO COUNTY     
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND DEBTORS OF 

DAVID ALAN PETERSON
File No.:  25E001234-680

All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
deceased, are notified to exhibit 
them to VERONICA P. LANCE, 
EXECUTOR on or before APRIL 
14, 2026, at the address listed 
below or be barred from their 
recovery.  Debtors of the dece-
dent are asked to make immedi-
ate payment to the above-name 
Executor.

This 14TH DAY OF JANUARY 
2026

ESTATE OF DAVID ALAN 
PETERSON
C/O VERONICA P. LANCE
3954 NC HWY 304
BAYBORO, NC  28515

Publish JANUARY 14,21, 28 and 
February 4, 2026 

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

PAMLICO COUNTY                    
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 AND DEBTORS OF 

PAUL C. BRADY
File No.:  25E001201-680

All persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against deceased, 
are notified to exhibit them to 
PAULA B. PHILLIPS EXECUTOR 
on or before APRIL 14, 2026 at the 
address listed below or be barred 
from their recovery.  Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment to the above-
named EXECUTOR.

This 14TH OF JANUARY, 2026

ESTATE OF PAUL C. BRADY
CO PAULA B. PHILLIPS
625 HEARTWOOD DRIVE
GRIMESLAND, NC 27837

Publish JANUARY 14, 21, 28 AND 
FEBRUARY 4 2026.

Home Improvement
No more cleaning out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed 
by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-877-649-1190 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation esti-
mate. Plus get 75% off installation 
and a bonus $250 discount! Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty and 
offer details.

Miscellaneous
Get a High Quality, Modern Design 
bath or shower transformation in 
as little as One Day. $0 Down, $0 
Installation, $0 Payments for 12 
months! Call: 1-877-243-7050.

Miscellaneous
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-919-925-6362.

Miscellaneous
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
These brands only! Call for a quote: 
1-833-641-6577

Miscellaneous
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-928-1861. Have 
zip code of service location ready 
when you call!

Miscellaneous
Denied Social Security Disability?  
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD 
and denied, our attorneys can help! 
Win or Pay Nothing! Strong, recent 

work history needed.   877-553-
0252 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Miscellaneous
Get a break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-855-869-7055 today!

Miscellaneous
BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?   Threatened with 
foreclosure? Denied a loan mod-
ification? Let us help! Call the 
Homeowner Relief Line to speak 
with a mortgage specialist 844-
492-0883

Miscellaneous
Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 

– steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer – up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-585-1815

Sale
Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-877-920-7405

Time Share
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-213-6711
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AROUND THE COUNTY

The Rotary Club was back in full swing at 
our first meeting of 2026 on Monday, January 
6 at Brantley’s. 2026 marks the 75th anniver-
sary of our club’s founding, and Beth and I 
intend to tell the readers of this publication 
some of the things we have done over the 
years and some of the things we intend to do.

A look back to December 2025 shows a 
busy bunch of Rotarians. Club members rang 
the bell for the Salvation Army on two occa-

sions in front of the Piglet, decorated and rode in a float for 
the Oriental and Bayboro Christmas parades, and cooked and 
served food for 150 folks at the annual Luby’s Breakfast. Over 
the last six months, our Happy Dollar Man, Jim Kellenberger 
(sporting a fine shapo in attached photo) coaxed $513 out of our 
members. These donated $$$ gave the giver a chance to reflect 
on why they were happy that night. In December, Rotary donat-
ed this money to Pamlico County Fishes and Loaves Outreach 
to support their mission which is to accumulate and distribute 
high-quality, nutritious food to those who need assistance in 
Pamlico County,  regardless of race, ethnicity, or religious affil-
iation.

Looking ahead, our largest fundraiser for the year, the Oriental 
Boat Show and Nautical Flea Market, is just around the corner. Held 
over three days in April (from Friday the 10th at noon to Sunday 12th 
at 3:00), this show is located in the heart of our town along Hodges 
street at the harbor. Last year’s show helped us raise nearly $30,000 
for high school and community college student scholarships. A big 
shout-out to all those folks who will exhibit, talk in educational sem-
inars, buy tickets, sponsor, and be inconvenienced by our presence 
along Hodges street for the better part of a week. We could not do 
what we do for Pamlico county without your help and patience. 

Another big part of the income we generate to give back to our 
county is from our Tent, Table, and Chair Rental program. To make 
sure you don’t get wet and you have a place to sit at your next event, 
contact our Tent Team Scheduler Extraordinaire Charles Stackhouse 
at (919) 920-1355. Our prices are so good that you might want to 
order two or three tents.

If some or all of this sounds like an organization you want to be a 
member of, we have room for you. Contact our Membership Chair, 
Jim Kellenberger at (919) 621-0362 or jimkellenberger05@gmail.
com and he will help you become part of the largest private philan-
thropic group in the world. 

Until next week… Service Above Self 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(855) 932-7733CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
fi nancing for 12 Months**

PLUS

Call 1-855-653-0034 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU43

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU43

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for full 
warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-877-649-1190

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026

1-844-496-8601
Dental50Plus.com/NCpress

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

                  

6347-0125

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. 
This specifi c offer not available in CO, NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar 
offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance 
Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

Ask about the Premier 
Plan – our most popular option!

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 50,000 American families 
save over $635,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns 
are not lawyers and/or a law firm and do not engage in the practice of law or provide legal advice or legal 

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case, and no specific outcome is guaranteed.

Call 1.844.213.6711

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-639-0552
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

Even Fido knows you 
need to get informed.

Get busy and 
subscribe today.

801 Broad Street. • 249-1555 • ww.ThePamlicoNews.com

Why So Relaxed?

The pelicans are here every morning for breakfast 
and are getting fat and sassy.  The trout must really 
be a favorite breakfast treat for them.  As the sun 
begins to slowly rise and highlight them on the pier 
pilings, they amaze me with their smooth move-
ments even though they are an awkward looking 
bird.

Still see an occasional deer when I come home late in the after-
noon.  I am glad that deer season is over,   because I will see more 
of these beautiful animals as winter continues.

This has been a sad week for the Stonewall community.  Charles 
Alexander has changed residence to his heavenly home.  Charles 
had been the mayor of Stonewall for 40 years.  He was the patriarch 
of his family and his church. He will be missed by many family and 
friends, but his legacy will live on in those he loved and shared his 
life with.  Memories will light the shadows of our minds every time 
we see something that reminds us of him – like a green John Deer 

tractor, or the “Seasons Greetings” sign, or the American flags on 
the fourth of July, etc.

Baptism of the Lord Sunday at Stonewall Methodist Church was 
well attended.  There were several visitors, including more families 
with young children.  Before closing everyone was asked to remem-
ber their baptism and take a small stone as a remembrance.  

My article this week will be short.  Please remember Penny $ 
Farmer and her family in your prayers. 

Celebrating birthdays in January are Amy Gatlin (1/13), Shelby 
Sutton, Elizabeth Farmer Tillman (1/15), Kelli Hinson and Ruth 
Ireland (1/16), Ned Ferris (1/21), Kate Moye, Ellen Lupton, and 
Jenny Lupton (1/22), Desiree Brinson (1/25), Ann Smithwick 
(1/26), Willy Hope (1/28), Nan Gilbert, Becky Sadler (1/30), and 
Shari Roberts Hale (1/31).

Have a blessed week.  eXhausted? Take Vitamin X. “But refuse 
profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise thyself rather unto god-
liness.” (1Timothy 4:7)

Good morning, good afternoon and good evening. 
Hope all of you are doing well, I apologize for missing 
last week, completely my fault. There are weeks when 
the news comes easy; events, gatherings, celebra-
tions that seem to write themselves. And then there 
are weeks like this one, quieter on the surface but 

heavier underneath. Over the past few days, I’ve heard the same 
words repeated again and again 
in different conversations: Did 
you hear? Names spoken soft-
ly. Pauses where answers should 
be. Loss has a way of moving 
through a community quietly, 
touching far more people than 
we often realize.

Driving the back roads of 
Pamlico County, I found myself 
stopping one morning at Trent 
Free Will Baptist Church in 
Merritt. The building sat calmly 
under the night sky, lights glow-
ing warmly against the dark, just 
as they’ve likely done for years. There was nothing dramatic hap-
pening, no cars in the lot, no doors opening or closing, just the 
steady presence of a place that has witnessed countless moments of 
joy, sorrow, and everything in between.

Churches like this aren’t just places of worship. In small com-
munities, they’re landmarks of memory. They are where families 
gather in celebration and where they lean on one another in times 
of grief. They are where generations pass through the same doors 
first carried in, later walking on their own, and eventually return-
ing with children of their own. Even when the building is quiet, it 
carries the weight of those stories.

Trent Free Will Baptist Church is part of a long Free Will Baptist 
tradition rooted deeply in eastern North Carolina, a tradition that 
has emphasized community, accountability, and shared respon-
sibility for generations. While specific dates and milestones may 
fade with time, the role these churches play remains clear. They are 
places where people come together not because life is perfect, but 
because it isn’t.

Standing there with my cam-
era, I thought about how light 
behaves at night. It doesn’t over-
power the darkness, it simply 
pushes back enough of it to 
guide the way. That’s what plac-
es like this do. They don’t erase 
loss or answer every question, 
but they offer something steady 
when the world feels uncertain. 
A familiar doorway. A sanc-
tuary. A reminder that no one 
walks through hardship entirely 
alone.

In times like these, when our 
community feels the weight of loss more than celebration, it’s 
worth remembering the quiet strength that exists all around us. 
It lives in buildings that have stood through decades of change. It 
lives in people who show up, even when it’s hard. And it lives in 
the simple act of gathering to remember, to grieve, and to carry 
on together.

Some weeks don’t call for loud headlines or big announcements. 
Some weeks ask us to pause, to reflect, and to acknowledge what 
truly holds a community together. On Florence Road in Merritt, 
beneath a dark sky and a steady light, that reminder stands quietly 
just as it always has. I hope that you all have a blessed week.

Pamlico Betty Jo Rodgers, Correspondent

Grantsboro Jeff Roberts, Correspondent 

By Jim Kellenberger & Beth Obenshain 1-8-26 

Rotary Club of Oriental 
Happenings

Vandemere Sandra Snipes, Correspondent

My apologies for not having written 
since last year. True to being a village by 
the sea, we entered 2026 full of maritime 
adventure.

We are fortunate to have dedicated 
adults in our area who actively support 
the Sea Scouts program. Sea Scouts is a 

nationally recognized, adult-mentored youth leader-
ship and maritime program for young people ages 14 
to 20. Sponsored by the  Boy Scouts of America, the 
program focuses on building confidence, seamanship 
skills, and leadership through hands-on experiences on 
the water.

Participants learn boating safety, navigation, sail-
ing, marine engineering, environmental stewardship, 
and teamwork—all while developing responsibility, 
service-minded values, and lifelong skills. Sea Scouts 
promotes character, citizenship, and personal growth, 
preparing youth for both maritime careers and leader-
ship roles within their communities.

Locally,  Jeff Michal, Vicky Jones, and Steve 
Withrow  are three mentors who have created mean-
ingful opportunities for youth to learn and grow. Since 
2023, this group—made up of various Sea Scout Ships—has organized 
the annual  Commodore’s Cruise. This year’s theme is  “Chasing Tall 
Ships.”

As part of this exciting experience, the Sea Scouts will embark on 
a two-week summer journey to  Baltimore, visiting points of interest 
along the way and taking part in a remarkable opportunity to escort tall 

ships into port during a  22-mile passage. Before 
undertaking such voyages, Sea Scouts must meet 
requirements ( like earning badges), such as boat 
maintenance, seamanship proficiency, and safety 
training.

We wish this outstanding team great success as 
they prepare for what promises to be an unfor-
gettable journey this summer.  Fair winds and 
following seas!

On another maritime adventure, the Eladene is 
finally back home in Vandemere. If you remem-
ber, we previously embarked on a journey via 
the Intracoastal Waterway to see the fireworks in 
Washington, D.C. On our return trip, we struck a 
submerged log. The Eladene made it to Coinjock, 
NC, before we realized the extent of the damage 
and had to pull her out of the water. The “money 
pit” stories are real—but completing the journey 
home was highly gratifying.

The waters were like glass as we made our way 
south through locks, swing bridges, train bridges, 
and across the sounds. Coinjock is a must-stop; 
not only for the excellent customer service, but 

also for the best prime rib around. Dowry Creek, near Belhaven, was 
another memorable stop, offering outstanding hospitality, peaceful sur-
roundings, and majestic views that truly leave an impression.

We look forward to the next maritime adventure. In the 
meantime...  Come see what Vandemere is all about at  www.
vandemerenc.com .

Sea Scouts at Up the Creek Marina, 
Vandemere, NC, learning about boat 
maintenance.  From Left to Right: Steve 
Withrow, Anya, Ava, Lindsey, Sophia, 
Nick, Jeff Michael, and Vicky Jones

The Eladene approaching Hobucken

“Life is short. Smile while you still have teeth.”– Unknown
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Proud to serve
Pamlico County!

www.pamlicocc.edu

Tideland EMC
Real People, Real Power.

HARDISON 
TIRE 
COMPANY
Alliance, 
NC 28509
745-4561 
745-4161

www.hardisontire.com
24 Hour Towing & Wrecker Service – 252-745-3777

Delamar & Delamar, PllC
Attorneys  At  LAw

Sara l. Delamar

408 Main street • Bayboro, nC 
252-745-3222 • M-F 8:30am to 5:00pm

Select CRAFTSMAN® V20 
Power Tool Kits or Battery 2/Pk.
A. Drill/Driver, 2827582
B. Impact Driver, 2004675
C. 2 Ah Battery 2/Pk., 2829273
D. Drill/Driver & Impact Driver, 2829364

A

B D

C

A

B

D

C

Select CRAFTSMAN® Hand Tools 
& Accessories
A. 24 Pc. SAE Mechanics Tool Set, 2008843
B. 21 Pc. Titanium Drill & Driver Bit Set, 2004115
C. 11 Pc. Reciprocating Saw Blade Set, 2019141
D. Cantilever Tool Box, 2896926

YOUR CHOICESALE

ACE REWARDS EXCLUSIVE*

SAVE
INSTANTLY

$30

PAMLICO HOME BUILDERS & SUPPLIES, INC.
Hwy 55, Alliance • (252) 745-4111

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 7:00 am to 6:00 pm • Sat. 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

RED HOT BUYS VALID THRU–JAN 31

FRIENDS, LOVERS &
ALL THAT OTHER

STUFF
A new play presented at The Old Theater

Five Tales of O Henry adapted by Bill Hand
Produced by the North Carolina History Theater

JANUARY 17 AT 7:30 PM
JANUARY 18 AT 3:00 PMJANUARY 18 AT 3:00 PM

$25 tickets available at Nautical Wheelers
in Oriental and New Bern or online at 

www.oldtheater.org with a service charge.

ARAPAHOE CHARTER SCHOOL 
ACS had a busy holiday season including a countdown to winter break spirit week.  

Pictured below some of our “Ugly” Holiday Sweater day participants.

‘Ugly sweater? I thought it was avant-garde.’

252.249.1555 • www.thepamliconews.com
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Call, email or drop by the college today
to discuss your options!

A national leader in student success!

5049 N.C. 306 South
 Grantsboro, NC 28529
252-249-1851, ext. 3001

studentservices@pamlicocc.edu
www.pamlicocc.edu

Pamlico Community College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award associate degrees. Pamlico Community College also may offer credentials such as certificates and diplomas at approved degree 
levels Questions about the accreditation of Pamlico Community College may be directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, by calling (404) 679-4500,

or by using information available on SACSCOC’s website https://sacscoc.org/ 

The formal registration period 
has passed, but there’s still 
time to enroll at Pamlico
this semester!

You can still sign up for online 
courses! Many of PCC’s 
programs can be completed 
entirely online!

PCC can prepare you for a 
great career or can get you 
started on a four-year degree 
at a fraction of the cost of 
university tuition!

Pamlico features small classes! 
That means personalized
attention for you! 

The college also has great 
short-term career-training 
courses starting soon!

Financial aid is available for 
qualified students!

Pamlico’s convenient
online courses start Jan. 26!

There’s still time to register
for the Spring 2026 semester,

but you need to act FAST!


